Abstract
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A total of 800 households were randomly sampled from each SOA. The final sample size for each 154 SOA was ultimately determined by availability of funds and survey resources. With an average of 155 800 out of 1,150 households per SOA sampled, an expected 10-15% response rate would result in 156 a target of 80-120 responses per SOA. This is sufficient when assuming that a 15% margin of error 157 and an average population size of 1,150 households per SOA would require a minimum sample 158 size of 42 households at a 95% confidence level (DeVaus, 2002) . 159 160 Sampled SOAs were chosen that had similar base population sizes, ranging from 1,380 to 1,500 161 according to 2004 population statistics (Table 1) . 800 households were sampled from each SOA, 162 resulting in a percentage of households sampled as follows: SOA1 (63%), SOA2 (65%), SOA3 (36%), 163 and SOA4 (58%). Two SOAs were located in the Arbourthorne ward, whereas other SOAs were in 164 the Central/Manor and Burngreave electoral wards (Fig. 2) . These areas were associated with 165 relatively high deprivation status and British Crime Survey victimization rates, and located close to 166 either the city centre or industrial areas. A second group of three SOAs was selected based on 167 medium to low deprivation status and generally low levels of crime as comparative sample areas. 168 A reduced sample of 300 households was selected from each of these SOAs, since the focus is 169 primarily on high crime and deprivation areas, where the probability of victimization is highest. 
3.2
Postal questionnaire 172 The postal questionnaire was designed and piloted and in the first section, respondents were 173 asked about previous crime experiences in the past five years, whether any incidents were 174 reported to police, and whether medical steps were taken to treat injuries or ill health effects.
175
The survey questionnaire is available from the first author upon request. The second section 176 addressed both victims of crime and respondents who had never experienced victimization.
9
Location-based information about the neighbourhood of residence was collected by postal code 178 area and also information about environmental and physical characteristics. violent/non-violent crime categories was not overall significant (χ2 = 1.38, p = 0.24). In general, 200 non-violent crimes were more frequently reported than violent crimes, which was consistent with 201 other sources of crime statistics, such as the BCS and official police records (Lynn and Elliot, 2000) .
202
Vehicle-related theft and vandalism/damage to property were, by far, the most frequently 203 reported non-violent crimes in Sheffield. were not found to be significant (χ2 = 9.49, p = 0.39). The effect of family status (i.e. living alone or with others) was examined ( 
